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Yesterday, the European Parliament voted in favour of returning to the
well-known A to G scale in its review of the EU Energy-labelling Directive.
Products that are required to carry a label, including washing machines, televisions
and vacuum cleaners, will no longer be labelled using the confusing A+, A++ and
A+++ classes. Key improvements have also been agreed for market surveillance.
Stephen Russell, ANEC Secretary-General, commented:
“Transparent and comparable information is essential in helping consumers assess
the energy their products consume. “Buy A” was a clear message for consumers to
follow that was lost when the various ‘A plus’ classes were introduced several years
ago. “Buy A” is now a message to which we can return. Following the findings of
ANEC and its partners in the Marketwatch project that 1 in 5 domestic appliances
uses more energy than advertised1, it is also welcome that MEPs have agreed to
create a European database of labelled products to aid market surveillance
authorities. We now urge a prompt start to the negotiations with Council in order to
progress the legislation in the consumer interest”.
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